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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD PRESIDENT

Stacey Risotti

On behalf of the Standing Together to End Sexual 
Assault’s Board of Directors, I am pleased to share 
our 2023 Annual Report. It has been an honor to 
serve as STESA ’s Board President this year, as 
STESA ’s dedication to eliminate all forms of sexual 
violence in our community continues to inspire me. 
I hope you will find a few moments to reflect on the 
breadth of STESA ’s accomplishments. 

The COVID pandemic shutdown helped me appreciate the importance 
of our connections and the power of group and individual interaction. In 
a world where AI appears to be the future for many industries, the work 
that STESA is doing simply cannot be accomplished without the power of 
human relationships. Whether it is the voice on the other end of the 24- 
hour response hotline, in-person advocacy with law enforcement, medical 
professionals and counseling support, or promoting classroom education 
and awareness for the next generation, STESA utilizes these connections  
to Stand Together and empower our community. 

STESA relies greatly on our donors to keep our services operational. 
By standing with STESA, you help provide a beacon of hope for our local 
community, as well as make a global impact. Our Executive Director’s 
efforts continue to create a lasting impression in Santa Barbara County  
and in the world, as STESA ’s guidance has helped provide the model for  
53 rape crisis centers opening in Spain.

Along with my fellow Board members, I intend to support STESA in a  
big way this year. We hope you will do the same.

With Immense Gratitude,

Stacey Risotti, STESA Board President

P.S. The year 2024 marks STESA ’s 50th year of operation! As we celebrate 
this important anniversary, we call on you to continue to help make it 
possible for STESA to carry on our Mission for another 50 years! 
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Has Your Company…

 •  satisfied the legal requirement to provide sexual harassment  
  prevention training?   

 • identified some concerns regarding sexual harassment?

Have you done your due diligence? In a company of five or more  
employees and contractors, all supervisors and managers must  
receive two hours and non-management employees one hour of  
instruction in the prevention of sexual harassment every two years. 

STESA offers virtual and on-site interactive training on sexual 
harassment prevention for management and non-management 
employees in English or Spanish that satisfies the California sexual 
harassment prevention laws. Group and individual rates available. 

     Contact Karla Huizar, Community Education Coordinator,  
             at 805.963.6832 x12 or email karla@sbstesa.org

When you make a tax-deductible contribution to STESA,  
you help provide the following services:

 $100 Bus tokens, taxi vouchers, phone cards, food vouchers  
  for a survivor who doesn’t have other means.

 $250 In an emergency, provides a survivor of sexual assault  
  a safe place to stay for 2 nights.

 $600 A self-defense class and educational materials for teens.

 $1000 Access to STESA ’s 24-hour hotline for one month for  
  survivors of sexual assault and their loved ones.

DID YOU KNOW…?
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STESA—A BEST PRACTICE MODEL…

Fifty-Three Rape Crisis Centers, modeled on STESA, have opened in Spain. 
Standing Together to End Sexual Assault (STESA) Executive Director,  

Elsa Granados stands together with the government of Spain to open 53 
rape crisis centers in Spain, modeled after STESA. https://www.independent.
com/2023/06/22/santa-barbaras-elsa-granados-stands-with-spain-to-end-
sexual-assault/

The Spanish government contacted STESA to begin this ongoing interna-
tional partnership. STESA ’s philosophy, rooted back to 1974, is shaping the 
development of centers in Spain that will support survivors of sexual assault. 

According to Elsa, “STESA has helped survivors from all walks of life in 
our community since its inception almost 50 years ago through an empower-
ment model. Utilizing this model, STESA ’s counselors guide survivors in their 
healing process at their pace and on their terms. STESA is having an impact 
locally and globally.” 

Elsa has received many accolades for her work locally and with the Span-
ish government. The Santa Barbara Independent recognized her as one of 
the Local Heroes of 2022, the United Nation’s Association of Santa Barbara 
gave her the Peace Award in 2023, and the Santa Barbara Women’s Political 
Committee gave her the Oak Award for this work, honoring also her persis-
tence and resilience in conducting community social change.  

STESA’s Executive Director, Elsa Granados 

(right) receives the 2023 United Nations  

Association of Santa Barbara Peace Award. 

Congratulations also to co-honoree Sharon  

Allen (left) from the World Telehealth Initiative. 

Elsa and Sharon were recognized for Innovating 

Good Health and Wellbeing for the World.

https://www.independent.com/2023/06/22/santa-barbaras-elsa-granados-stands-with-spain-to-end-sexual-assault/
https://www.independent.com/2023/06/22/santa-barbaras-elsa-granados-stands-with-spain-to-end-sexual-assault/
https://www.independent.com/2023/06/22/santa-barbaras-elsa-granados-stands-with-spain-to-end-sexual-assault/
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RAPE CRISIS CENTERS IN SPAIN

Under Elsa’s almost 27 years of leadership, STESA has empowered 
thousands of survivors of sexual assault and their loved ones. 

…many have contributed to making STESA 

what it is today. We have been guided by 

survivors of sexual assault and their needs, 

centered around healing. 

We want to ensure that our community, 

through our educational prevention  

presentations, is provided with accurate 

information, so that all can be sensitive  

to the trauma experienced by survivors  

of sexual assault.            —Elsa Granados 

At the end of November 2023, the government of Spain will award 
Elsa for her work with them for Social Transformation and Against Gender 
Violence. Elsa says that although she has received these recognitions, one 
must remember that STESA ’s success is due to the hard work of many 
staff and volunteers past and present. 
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$35,000+ 
Anonymous
Wood-Claeyssens Fdn.

$25,000–$34,999
James Melillo
Santa Barbara Foundation
Yardi Systems Inc.

$5,000–$24,999
Harriet Eckstein & Alan Irwin
Latkin Charitable Fdn.  
Montecito Bank & Trust
The Towbes Foundation  

$2,000–$4,999 
Christina Bennett
The Little One Foundation,  
 Belle Hahn
The Manger Scout Fund
Mildred & Harvey Mudd   
 Foundation 
Tomchin Family Foundation

$1,000-$1,999 
Leslie Brtek
Community West Bank
Norean Dreier
Duran Capital Management
Farmers & Merchants 
Debra Geiger  
 & Eliot Crowley
Edward Graper
Cheri Gurse & Carol Keator
Heller Capital
HUB International 
 Insurance Services
Teri Jory
The Lampson Company
Mechanics Bank
The Mentor Network 

Dr. Sis Pattamakom
Stacey Risotti
Roehrig Family Foundation
Mona Rose  
 & Bernard Kellman
SBCC Foundation
Jenny Schatzle
Kate Silsbury
Jonathan K. Wang,  
 The Wang Fund

$500–$999 
Anonymous
American Riviera Bank
Pacific Crest Realty  
  & Miguel Avila
Richard Berry
Russell & Joan Bolton
Susan Bowey
CHOW Beth & Grant Cox
Das Williams  
  for Supervisor 2024
Deputy D.A. Association
Anna Distefano  
  & Deb Karoff
Gabriel Escobedo
Garber Garbett Family 
Devon Geiger Nielsen
Dodd & Beth Geiger
Ghitterman Foundation
Elsa Granados
Katherine Gray Dewitt
Gregg Hart  
  for Assembly 2024
Patricia Guillen
Robert Hunt,  
 New Day Marketing
Hannah-Beth Jackson  
 & George Eskin
Barry Levine
Limon for Senate 2024
Erik Lucero

Mike Richardson, Realtors
Myers, Widders, Gibson,   
 Jones & Feingold, LLP
Dhiraj Nallapaneni
Network for Good
Michelle Richardson 
Linda & Thorn Robertson
Susan Rose
Santa Barbara 
 Women Lawyers
SB Adventure Company
Segovia Financial Group
South Coast Deli
Hannah Sullivan
Shawn Sullivan
Wildcat Lounge

$250–$499 
Natalia Alarcon
AmazonSmile
Mary Atchley
Kristen Baillie
Lawrence Bines
Bright Funds
C&I Consulting
Lois Capps
Douglas Eardley
Eric Friedman 
 for City Council
Scott Estby
Angeline Foshay
Cameron Goodman
Perri Harcourt
Julie B. Henderson
James Kyriaco  
 for Goleta City Council
Kathleen M. Kelly 
 IHO Susan Decker     
 Thanking Marilyn  
 Goldman, Stifel
Kristen Sneddon  
 for City Council

STESA SUPPORTERS

STESA was able to address its mission with the support  
of these individuals and businesses in the past fiscal year. 

Thank you for helping us do this vital work.
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2022 - 2023

Meagan Harmon  
 for City Council
Judy Milam
Municipal Winemakers  
 & Potek Winery 
 Happy Birthday,  
 Hannah Sullivan
Susan Parker
Meyer Family Trust 
 –Shen Rajan
Joan Hartmann
Lawrence Silverman
Nancy Werner

$100–$249
Timothy Accurso
Heather Ames
Carly Bass
John Bell
Linda Bernson
Larry Bickford
Celia Blanchet
Dolphia Blocker
Katherine Booser
Kimiko Cohn
The Connolly Family Trust
Abigail Cordova
Sarah Craig
Robert Curtis
Melissa Danehey-Guillen
Ann Daniel
Thomas Derenze
Cassandra Ensberg
Mystica Fleury
Pam Flynt Tambo
Patricia Gainey
George & Mildred Kaufman
Andrew Gersoff
Robert Gibson Johnson  
 & Zoe Iverson 
 IHO Linda Sanders
Robert & Sherry Gilson
Marilyn Goldman
Yuri Gomez
Maribeth Goodman
Joann Graham 
Patricia Griffin

Rabbi Arthur  
 & Laurie Gross Schaefer
Nicole Halverson
April Howard
Jammalamadaka Family   
 Charitable Fund
David P. Jones
Matthew Kaddatz
Dawn & Joel Kaufman
Arthur E. Kennedy
Karin Klein
Robin Lamar
Law Office  
 of Janet McGinnis
Keriann Long
Ericka Mahboob
Elida Martinez
Lindsay Masserella
Scott McCann  
 & Therese Phillips
Michael Montgomery
Laurence Craig Murdock
Naiman Family Foundation
Gail Osherenko  
 & Oran Young
Beatrice T. Oshika
Lucia Overgaag
Jeanene Pierce
John S. Pillsbury
Robyn Linda Posin
Christina Rodriguez
Rene Saragosa
Christiane Schlumberger
Beth Schneider
Arcelia Sencion 
 & Jose Juan Ibarra
Sharon O. Goldman  
 Living Trust
Jo-Ann Shelton
Laurie Siegel
Sally & Jay Smith
Lynne Sprecher
Patricia Reilly  
 & Stephen Shane Stark 
David Stone 
Susanna G. Williams  
 Revocable Trust

Meghan Talt
Linda Toumi
Ernesto Verburgt
Michelle Vono
Jeff Walsh
Kelly Weiser
Carol Wesolowski
Mona Wise
Charles & Deborah Wolfe

Up to $100
Anonymous 
Cydni Campbell
Stephen Carlan
Suzette A. Carter
Kate Connell
Vittoria Cutbirth 
 IHO Hannah Sullivan
Emily De La Llave
Funji Farquaad
Maria Gutierrez
Daniel Hankey
Michelle & Alissa 
 Ho-Hum 2021 Trust
Laura J. Jacobson
Joan & Colin Jones
Joshua Keith
Anya Klein
Priscilla Liskey
Nancy Lonshein
Sharon McDonald
Mrs. Lisa Perocco
Paula Perotte
Rose Pondel
Eric Rudnick
Symetra
Omar Vazquez
Molly Whipple Velarde
Juliet Velarde Betita
Theresa Yandell
Laura Zabala
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CHOCOLATE DE VINE

To support STESA ’s community work with survivors of sexual assault 
and their loved ones, STESA will host the 14th Annual Chocolate de 

Vine fundraising event. The event will be held on Saturday, May 18 

from 4-7:30 pm. STESA is excited to connect with supporters to enjoy a 
sampling of delicious desserts, California wines, and a shared vision to  
end sexual assault. This event is a delicious way to support a good cause!  
We hope you will join us.

chocolate de vine 2023 
This much-anticipated event was held in May, featur-
ing internationally known motivational speaker Jenny 

Schatzle, owner of Bond Fitness. Guests listened 
intently to Jenny’s powerful message about support-
ing sexual assault survivors and creating intolerance 
for this crime in our community. Jenny inspired the 
crowd to take action against sexual assault.Jenny Schatzle
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  SAVE THE DATE!  SATURDAY, MAY 18, 2024

In 2024, the beloved event will feature a 
judged competition of chocolate creations 
by some of the area’s best chefs. It will also 
include heavy appetizers, a live auction, and 
a fabulous raffle for a trip for two.

With the help of supporters and donors like you, STESA is able to raise 
funds to support the goal of ending sexual assault in our community. 

  Stay tuned for more CDV 2024 details.  

We look forward to seeing you next year— 

Chocolate de Vine 
Saturday, May 18, 2024!
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In 2022–2023…
• STESA staff and volunteers assisted 385 individual survivors and their loved  

 ones with a total of 3,392 services including counseling and emotional  

 support, medical & legal advocacy and accompaniment, and information & referral.

• There were 4,831 community members who learned information   

 about the impact of sexual assault in our lives and strategies for prevention.  

 Of this number, 2,283 were youth.

• Thirty-four clients took steps to regain a sense of confidence and  

 power over their lives by attending counseling sessions and support groups.

• In-service trainings were provided to 457 professionals including law   

 enforcement, medical staff and social service professionals.

• 22 volunteers joined our efforts to end sexual assault and gave 1,474   
 hours to STESA. They provided a network of support, including crisis inter- 

 vention, advocacy and community education, and assisted with office support  

 and special events.

This graph illustrates the importance of local contributions to STESA ’s operations  
and provision of services to survivors of sexual assault, as well as the work towards 
eliminating sexual assault from our society.

Contributions from Individuals
and Businesses: 16%

Local Government Grants: 6%

Foundations: 12%

Fees: 1%

State & Federal Grants: 65%

STESA’s Total Operating Budget for FY ’22–’23 was $1,236,342.

SERVICES WE PROVIDE
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This year, Linda will be providing her services at  
A NEW LOCATION!  

1253 Coast Village Rd., Suite 103, Santa Barbara, CA 93108

Drop in and meet Linda to learn more about functional training at her studio: 
TRX, kettle bells, Landmine, cardio blasts, yoga, stretching,and much more. 
Reach your fitness goals, get in shape and stay in shape with nationally  
certified personal trainers.

Please help Linda meet her fundraising goal. To contribute to this effort, 
contact Linda Sanders, oneononesb@gmail.com. Your participation is vital.

All proceeds will go directly to STESA!

ONE ON ONE FITNESS STUDIO

Linda Sanders of ONE ON ONE FITNESS  
is kicking off April 2024, Sexual Assault Aware-
ness Month, by sponsoring a fundraising effort 
to raise critical funds for Standing Together to 
End Sexual Assault (STESA).  

Visit ONE ON ONE FITNESS  
and learn more about the benefits  

of functional training!

To contribute to this effort, contact Linda Sanders at 805.969.9107.

mailto:oneononesb@gmail.com


Standing Together to End Sexual Assault (STESA) is a community-based 
organization working toward a world free from sexual assault. STESA has 
served southern Santa Barbara County since 1974. The organization is dedicated 
to supporting and empowering sexual assault survivors, their family members 
and friends, and to eliminating all forms of sexual assault from our society. 

STESA supports sexual assault survivors throughout the initial crisis and 
subsequent stages of healing. Through community education, training and 
activism, STESA is committed to creating attitudes and beliefs which support 
the prevention of sexual assault.

In Memoriam

Susan Bower      Larry Crandell       Ghita Ginberg      Harriet Miller  
Tom Sneddon      William “Tom” Thomas      Michael Towbes

Honorary Board 2023

Pamela Bellwood-Wheeler
Peter Bie
Salud Carbajal
Lois Capps
Margaret Connell
Denise de Bellefeuille 
Joyce Dudley

David Edelman
Darin Fotheringham
Dr. Ursula Henderson
Hannah-Beth Jackson
Bernie Marquez
Judy Malmgren
Pedro Nava

Jack O’Connell
John Palminteri
Tom Parker
Glen Phillips
Gail Rappaport
Catherine Remak
Susan Rose

Cam Sanchez
Dr. Elliot Schulman
Dave Sullins
Nancy Weiss
Bill Wineland
Dilling Yang
Ron Zonen
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STANDING TOGETHER TO END SEXUAL ASSAULT
(STESA)

433 E. Cañón Perdido Street
Santa Barbara, CA  93101

sbstesa.org

Board of Directors 2023

Stacey Risotti, President
Melissa Guillen, Vice President

Gabe Escobedo     Tere Jurado     Teri Jory     Christina Ortega     Hannah Sullivan

Joanna Guan, Secretary
Ethan Bertrand, Treasurer


