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Dear Friends,

Each year, this report offers more than numbers and mile-
stones. It tells a story of courage. The courage of survivors
who choose to speak, to heal, and to reclaim their power.
The courage of advocates who meet that bravery with
steadfast care. And the courage of a community that
refuses to look away.

Melissa Guillen

| am one of those survivors. Many years ago, | didn’t have
access to an organization like STESA. If | had, | might have found justice, a
faster path to healing, and | wouldn’t have felt as alone as | did. That expe-
rience is why this work matters so deeply to me.

Silence can take many forms. It can sound like disbelief or dismissal or ap-
pear as avoidance—the quiet choosing of convenience over compassion.

Together, through STESA, we are breaking that silence.

This year, our organization expanded prevention programs, deepened part-
nerships with schools and workplaces, and provided crisis and counseling
support to more survivors than ever before.

As the broader world too often chooses power over justice—blaming
victims, disbelieving their truths—I hold hope that our local community
will continue to stand on the right side of history and that we will continue
to choose compassion over complacency, action over apathy, and courage
over silence.

To every donor, partner, volunteer, and staff member who sustains this mis-
sion: thank you. Your belief in survivors and in the power of collective action
ensures that healing and hope remain within reach for all who need it.
Together, we are creating a community where silence no longer shields
harm, and where every survivor knows: you are not alone.

With gratitude and hope,
Melissa Guillen

President, Board of Directors
Standing Together to End Sexual Assault

433 E. Canon Perdido Street, Santa Barbara CA 93101



SERVICES WE PROVIDE
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In 2024-2025...

« STESA staff and volunteers assisted 417 individual SUrvivors and
their loved ones with a total of 4,611 services including counsel-
ing and emotional support, medical & legal advocacy and accom-
paniment, and information & referral.

« There were 4,346 community members who learned infor-
mation about the impact of sexual assault in our lives and strategies
for prevention. Of this number, 2,991 were youth.

- 99 clients took steps to regain a sense of confidence and power
over their lives by attending counseling sessions and support
groups.

+ In-service trainings were provided to 295 professionals includ-
ing law enforcement, medical staff and social service professionals.

- 41 volunteers joined our efforts to end sexual assault and gave
3,363 hours to STESA. They provided a network of support,
including crisis intervention, medical/legal advocacy & accompani-
ment, community education and assistance with office support
and special events.

DID YOU KNOW...?

When you make a tax-deductible contribution to STESA,
you help provide the following services:

$100 Bus tokens, taxi vouchers, phone cards, food vouchers
for a survivor who doesn’t have other means.

$250 In an emergency, provides a survivor of sexual assault
a safe place to stay for 1 night.

$600 A self-defense class and educational materials for teens.

$1000 Access to STESA’s 24-hour hotline for one month for
survivors of sexual assault and their loved ones.

24-Hour Hotline: 805.564.3696 http://sbstesa.org



RAISE THE BAR: Focus on alcohol abuse...
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RAISE THE BAR (RTB) is a dynamic five-year community mo-
bilization initiative aimed at addressing the intersection of alcohol
overconsumption and sexual assault, with a concentrated focus
on nightlife environments in downtown Santa Barbara and the Isla
Vista community.

This highly visible prevention education campaign is powered by
a coalition of committed partners and stakeholders—including UCSB
faculty, the university’s Alcohol and Drug Program, CARE Depart-
ment, student-led organizations, local leaders, and decision-makers—
united in their mission to shift social norms and end sexual violence.
Now in its second year, RTB has made significant strides in amplify-
ing its message and deepening strategic partnerships. Notably, the
Isla Vista Community Services District funded test strip kits for the
“IV Health & Safety Vending Machine”—the first of its kind in Califor-
nia. This innovative resource has provided free health and safety ma-
terials to individuals across south Santa Barbara County and beyond,
expanding access and awareness.

The Pardall Center in Isla Vista has been instrumental in support-
ing RTB by hosting stakeholder trainings and facilitating outreach
and recruitment events. Collaborations with Santa Barbara City Col-
lege (SBCC), The WELL has helped bridge RTB’s efforts to the SBCC

433 E. Canon Perdido Street, Santa Barbara CA 93101



...and its connection to sexual assault
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student community, while UCSB/AS-affiliated organizations such

as Take Back the Night, Life of the Party, and the Trans and Queer
Commission have amplified our reach. Together, we are cultivating a
culture of prevention, education, and advocacy for policy change.

During Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM) in April 2025,
RTB partnered with the St. George Youth Center to host a town hall,
inviting community members to share perspectives, propose solu-
tions, and engage in dialogue with local professionals. This event
underscored the importance of inclusive engagement, prompting
RTB to expand its focus to low income families living in Isla Vista,
LGBTQIA+ individuals, and Spanish-speaking residents in Isla Vista—
ensuring that underserved voices are central to the movement for
lasting social change.

Looking ahead, RTB will prioritize community-based data collec-
tion led by student volunteers and UCSB faculty from the Depart-
ment of Communication. This research will inform the development
of educational materials and guide the implementation of Bystander
Intervention Training for bar staff in nightlife venues. These efforts
will support the implementation of training within alcohol-serving
establishments—equipping staff with the tools to foster safer envi-
ronments for customers.

RTB is also forging strong relationships with local bar owners to
co-create customized training programs tailored to their venues.
Through robust community engagement and cross-sector collabo-
ration, RTB is laying the foundation for cultural transformation in
nightlife settings.

Rethionk gor Duink.

We invite community members, students, and leaders who are
passionate about driving meaningful, sustainable change to join us
in this collective effort. Together, we can build a safer, more inclusive
community—one conversation, one partnership at a time.

24-Hour Hotline: 805.564.3696 http://sbstesa.org



STESA SUPPORTERS
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STESA was able to address its Mission with the support
of these individuals and businesses in the past fiscal year.

Thank you for helping us do this vital work.

$30,000+

Anonymous

Wood-Claeyssens
Foundation

Yardi Systems

§15,000-529,999

Hutton Parker
Foundation

Santa Barbara
Foundation
Stella/James Melillo
Foundation

$5,000-$14,999

Harriet Eckstein

& Alan Irwin

Jake Hammond

Latkin Charitable
Foundation

PD Jackson Family
Foundation

The Towbes Foundation

§2,000-%4,999

Farmacy Isla Vista, LLC
Junior League of SB
Mechanics Bank
Jim & Mary Micallef
IHO Dr. Aubrey Toole
Montecito Bank & Trust
Claude Raffin

IMO Jon Gathercole
SBDANK, LLC
Tomchin Family
Charitable Foundation

$1,000-$1,999
Above All Aviation

Heather Ames
Leslie Brtek

Norean Dreier
Farmer’s &

Merchants Bank
Garber Garbett
Charitable Fund
Debra Geiger

& Eliot Crowley
Dodd & Beth Geiger
Adam Paul Graham
Melissa Guillen
Gretchen Ann Hewlett
HUB International
Insurance Services
Nina Hunt
Hannah-Beth Jackson
& George Eskin

Law Office of

John B. Richards
Scott McCann
McCune Foundation
& Wendy Sims-Moten
New Day Marketing
Stacey Risotti

Kate Silsbury
Teri Jory

Poise Productions
The Mentor Networks

§500-$999

American Riviera Bank
ANnonymous
Miguel Avila
Joan & Tom Bolton
Susan D. Bowey
Stephan Cacic
Zahida Y. Carrera
SB County Supervisor
Laura Capps
Marian H. Craver
Anna DiStefano
& Deb Karoff

Eric Friedman & Julie

Nguyen-Friedman
Gabe Escobedo
Devon Geiger Nielsen
Elsa Granados
Katharine Gray Dewitt
Gregg Hart

for Assembly 2026
Patricia Guillen
Cheri Gurse

& Carol Keator
James Kyriaco
Limon for Senate 2024
Geneva Lovett
Erik Lucero
Manger Scout Fund
Marsha Marcoe
Dhiraj Nallapaneni
Linda Newlin
Oscar Gutierrez

for City Council
Karen Poythress
Mary Rodenberg-
Roberts &

Richard Roberts
Linda Sanders
SB Adventure Co.
SB Concrete Pumping
SB Women

Lawyers Foundation
Jenny Schatzle
The Meyer

Family Trust

§200-$499

Mary Atchley
Ethan Bertrand
Sarah Craig
Yesenia Curiel
Stephan Carlan
Ann Daniel

433 E. Canon Perdido Street, Santa Barbara CA 93101



2024-2025

AR/ /1777 / /AR AR/ / {1

Esmeralda Estrada
Robert & Sherry Gilson
Davina Gomez
Patricia Griffin

Perri V Harcourt
Douglas Russell Hayes
Tom Hoffman
Vijaya & Rao
Jammlamadaka
Lorraine Jensen
Jo-Ann Shelton
Survivors Trust

Paula & Charlie Johnson
David Jones
Cathi Lamberti

Law Office of

Janet K McGinnis
Susan Lewis
Joanne Lynn
June Martin

Michelle & Alissa
Ho-Hum 2021 Trust
Susan Parker

Diana Raab
Thorn Robertson
Kathleen Scarminach
Christiane Schlumberger
Beth Schneider

Laurie A. Siegel
Judith Silverman
Kathryn Smith

Kristen Sneddon
David Stone
The Connolly

Family Trust

Glen Phillips

Ernesto Verburgt
Russell S Werner
Wildcat Lounge

§100-5199

Patty Aguilar
ANonymous
John Bell
Abida Bibi
Dolphia Blocker

Pamela Cady
Gideon Cohn
Abigail Cordova
Rita Drobnis
David Edelman
Patricia Gainey
Andy Gersoff

& Julie Yamamoto
Cassandra Glanville
Joanna Guan
Daniel Hankey
Bonnie Hill
Zoe lverson &

Robert Gibson Johnson
IHO Linda Robertson
Elizabeth Kasehagen
Dawn & Joel Kaufman
Kaufmann

Charitable Fund
Lori Lewis
Michael Montgomery
Gabriela Munoz
Johannes &

Lucia Overgaag
Jeanene L. Pierce
John Pillsbury
Robyn Posin
Rene Saragosa
Diane Sassen
Sharon O. Goldman

Living Trust
Jennifer Smith
Lynne Sprecher
Susanna G. Williams

Revocable Trust
April Thede
Linda Tuomi
Molly Velarde
Juliet Velarde Betita
Kyle Von Eenennaan
Jeffrey Walsh
Charles & Deborah Wolfe

Up to $100

ANonymous
Anonymous

Carina Atchley

Mark Bandurraga
Linda Bernson

Blue Shield
Christina Bolton
Ingrid Bostrom

Lois Capps

Suzette Carter
Caroline Colbert
Kate Connell
Michael Cruz
Steven de Comarmond
Theresa Dolotta
Andrea Echt

Alma Grace Esteban
Gilead

Meredith Grodin
Lisa Guravitz

& Fred Shaw
Janet Hamber
Zoe lverson
Colin E. &

Joan K. Jones
Kirk Jongewaard
Joshua Keith
Kailee Lencioni
Priscilla Liskey
Nancy Lonshein
Kathleen Modugno
Judith A. Muller
Alyssa Ortega
Beatrice Oshika
Molika Oum
Donald Poppe
Honowaii Rodriguez
SJP Photography
Hannah Sullivan
Emi Umezawa
Desiree Vetere
David Westland
Theresa Yandell

24-Hour Hotline: 805.564.3696 http://sbstesa.org



STESA BUDGET 2024-2025
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STESA’s Total Income for FY 24-25 was $137250].

This graph illustrates the importance of local contributions to STESA’s
operations and provision of services to survivors of sexual assault, as
well as the work towards eliminating sexual assault from our society.

Local Government Grants: 5.2%
Inkind and Fees: 1.1%

Contributions from Individuals:
1.3%
State & Federal Grants: 63.8%

Foundations: 13.3%

STESA’s Total Expenses for FY 24-25 were $1339828.

These expenses show the client-centered expenditures that provide
immediate, as well as on-going services to the survivors of sexual
assault and their families.

Supporting Services: 12.4%

Long-term Counseling: 9.8%

(risis Intervention: 52.3%

Sexual Assault Prevention: 25.6%

el fiese~_{fislen~_gupport—

433 E. Canon Perdido Street, Santa Barbara CA 93101



ONE ON ONE FITNESS STUDIO
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ONE ON ONE FITNESS

Linda Sanders of One on One Fitness is kick-
E ing off April 2026, Sexual Assault Awareness
Month, by sponsoring a fundraising effort to
raise critical funds for STESA.

O

Drop in and see Linda to learn more about functional training at her
studio: TRX, kettle bells, Landmine, cardio blasts, yoga, stretching,
and much more at Linda’s location: 1253 Coast Village Rd., Suite 103.

Reach your fitness goals, get in shape, stay in shape with nationally-
certified personal trainers.

Please help Linda meet her fundraising goal. To contribute to this
effort, contact Linda Sanders, oneononesb@gmail.com.

Your participation is vital. All proceeds will go directly to STESA!

Visit ONE ON ONE FITNESS and learn more
about the benefits of functional training!

24-Hour Hotline: 805.564.3696 http://sbstesa.org



CHOCOLATE DE VINE 2025
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STESA THANKS THE COMMUNITY
FOR A SUCCESSFUL FUNDRAISER!

STESA held its annual Chocolate de Vine fundraiser
with new and longtime supporters.

On May 17, 2025, Standing Together to End Sexual Assault (STESA)
hosted over 150 guests at the Saint Barbara Events Center for its
Annual Chocolate de Vine event.

For the past 15 years, Chocolate de Vine has been a hallmark fund-
raising event for STESA, joined by community supporters of the orga-
nization, and local wineries and chocolatiers. Returning supporters
were excited to gather once again for this beloved annual event,
celebrating the shared commitment to supporting survivors, their
loved ones, and STESA’s work in the Santa Barbara community.

433 E. Canon Perdido Street, Santa Barbara CA 93101



our work continues...thank you for your support!
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New supporters left the evening happy and inspired, eager to get
more involved in attending, and even planning Chocolate de Vine
for next year. Funds raised at Chocolate de Vine directly support
STESA’s work in addressing sexual assault in the community. STESA’s
mission focuses on empowering and healing survivors and their loved
ones, and creating social change to eradicate all forms of sexual and
gendered violence.

As STESA Board President, Melissa Guillen, noted in her speech at
the event, STESA meets survivors where they are, taking a step back
when they aren’t ready to move forward, taking a step forward with
them when they are ready. STESA's empowerment model in survivor-
centered advocacy efforts has shaped its monumental presence in
Santa Barbara and the broader international community.

Save the date to support STESA at next year’s Chocolate de Vine
event, which will be on Saturday, May 16, 2026! Although the event
is still some time away, community members can continue to support
STESA year-round by visiting https://sbstesa.org/get-involved/.

Now, more than ever, amidst funding uncertainties in sexual assault
prevention and education at the state and federal level, supporting
STESA in sustaining its vital work is critical.

TTHIS
onYOUR
CALENDAR!

24-Hour Hotline: 805.564.3696 http://sbstesa.org

We look forward to seeing you next year—

Chocolate de Vine
Saturday, May 16, 2026!



STANDINGTOGETHER
TO END SEXUAL ASSAULT

Standing Together to End Sexual Assault (STESA) is a community-
based organization working toward a world free from sexual assault.
STESA has served southern Santa Barbara County since 1974.

The organization is dedicated to supporting and empowering sexual
assault survivors, their family members and friends, and to eliminating
all forms of sexual assault from our society.

STESA supports sexual assault survivors throughout the initial crisis
and subsequent stages of healing. Through community education,
training and activism, STESA is committed to creating attitudes and
beliefs which support the prevention of sexual assault.

Board of Directors 2025
Melissa Guillen, President Stacey Risotti, Treasurer
Joanna Guan, Vice President Scott McCann, Secretary

Heather Ames Gabe Escobedo Mike Gerber Teri Jory
Tere Jurado  Christin Medina  Christina Ortega

Honorary Board 2025

Pamela Bellwood-Wheeler  David Edelman John Palminteri Dave Sullins
Peter Bie Darin Fotheringham Glen Phillips Nancy Weiss
Salud Carbajal Hannah-Beth Jackson Gail Rappaport Bill Wineland
Lois Capps Bernie Marquez Catherine Remak Dilling Yang
Margaret Connell Judy Malmgren Susan Rose Ron Zonen
Denise de Bellefeuille Pedro Nava Cam Sanchez

Joyce Dudley Jack O’Connell Dr. Elliot Schulman

In Memoriam
Susan Bower  Larry Crandell  Ghita Ginberg  Dr. Ursula Henderson
Harriet Miller ~ Tom Parker ~ Tom Sneddon  William “Tom” Thomas  Michael Towbes
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STANDING TOGETHER TO END SEXUAL ASSAULT
(STESA)

433 E. Canon Perdido Street
Santa Barbara, CA 93101

sbstesa.org

24-Hour Hotline: 805.564.3696






